
4932-9453-3331 v.1 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO 

Mark E. Dottore, Receiver, ) Case No. 

2344 Canal Road  ) 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113,  ) Judge 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

vs. ) 

) 

Candace Cobb ) 

11819 Farmcreek Avenue NW ) 

Uniontown, Ohio 44685 ) 

) 

and ) 

) 

C.J. Homes Made, LLC ) 

c/o Candace Cobb, stat. agent ) 

11819 Farmcreek Avenue NW ) 

Uniontown, Ohio 44685 ) 

) 

and ) 

) 

R.E. Choice Homes, LLC ) 

c/o Candace Cobb, stat. agent ) 

11819 Farmcreek Avenue NW ) 

Uniontown, Ohio 44685 ) 

) 

Defendants  ) 

COMPLAINT TO AVOID AND TO RECOVER TRANSFERRED 

PROPERTY OR THE VALUE OF TRANSFERRED PROPERTY 

Mark E. Dottore, solely in his capacity as the Receiver (the “Receiver”) for 

the Receivership Entities, for his Complaint against the above-named defendants, 

states as follows: 

1. On June 22, 2022, the Summit County, Ohio Court of Common Pleas

(the “State Court”) appointed the Receiver in Case No. CV-2022-05-1754, styled 
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Christopher Longo v. The AEM Services, LLC, et al. (the “Receivership Case”) by 

order dated June 22, 2022 (as subsequently amended, the “Operative Receiver 

Order”) over the Receivership Entities. 

2. Defendant Candace Cobb is a resident of the State of Ohio, residing at 

11819 Farmcreek Avenue NW, Uniontown, Stark County, Ohio 44685.  

3. At all times relevant herein, Candace Cobb was married to Henry Cobb 

(collectively, with Candace Cobb, the “Cobbs”). 

4. C.J. Homes Made, LLC (“CJ Homes”) is an Ohio limited liability 

company with a principal place of business located at 11819 Farmcreek Avenue 

NW, Uniontown, Stark County, Ohio 44685. 

5. On information and belief, Candance Cobb has a 100% membership 

interest in CJ Homes. 

6. On information and belief, Henry Cobb previously had held a 

membership interest in CJ Homes. 

7. R.E. Choice Homes, LLC (“REC Homes”) is an Ohio limited liability 

company with a principal place of business located at 11819 Farmcreek Avenue 

NW, Uniontown, Stark County, Ohio 44685. 

8. REC Homes LLC is owned 50% by Candace Cobb and 50% by Henry 

Cobb.  

9. On information and belief, Henry Cobb previously held a 100% 

membership interest in REC Homes. 
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10. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action 

pursuant to R.C. 2305.01. 

11. Venue is proper in this Court under Civ.R. 3(C)(1), (3), and (6).  

BACKGROUND FACTS 

12. The Receiver engaged David Linscott as a forensic accountant to 

conduct an independent investigation of the Receivership Entities’ bank records, 

and to reconstruct their books and records. 

13. From his investigation, Mr. Linscott concluded that Mark Dente 

(“Dente”) operated a Ponzi scheme using AEM and the Receivership Entities from 

April of 2017 through June 2022. A copy of Mr. Linscott’s report detailing his 

findings is attached as Exhibit A (the “Ponzi Report”).  

14. After reviewing the Ponzi Report and based on his own experience, the 

Receiver agrees AEM and the Receivership Entities were operated as a Ponzi 

scheme from April 2017 through June 2022 (the “Dente/AEM Ponzi Scheme”). 

15. By May 2022, Dente could no longer find new investors willing to 

contribute enough money to AEM to sustain the outflow of funds required to pay out 

fleeing investors.  

16. The scheme collapsed when investors already trapped in AEM refused 

to accept increasingly higher interest rates as a further incentive to remain invested 

and demanded an exit instead.  
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17. All of the Fictitious Profits paid to Candace Cobb came from money 

obtained from other investors in the Ponzi scheme, who lost all the money they 

invested (the “Defrauded Losing Investors”). 

DEFENDANT CANDACE COBBS’ RECEIPTS FROM THE SCHEME 

18. Henry Cobb invested money in AEM. 

19. Between May 29, 2017, and February 7, 2022, AEM transferred the 

sum of $2,014,835.04 to the KeyBank checking account ending in x2935 jointly 

owned by the Cobbs (the “Cobbs Joint Account”), as follows:  

a. On 05-19-2017 by check from Fifth Third1 for $18,834.04;  

 

b. On 05-31-2017 by check from Fifth Third for $12,500.00; 

 

c. On 09-05-2017 by check from Fifth Third for $12,500.00; 

 

d. On 12-10-2017 by over-the-counter withdrawal from US Bank2  

for $15,000.00;  

 

e. On 12-10-2017 by check from US Bank for $17,000.00; 

 

f. On 01-31-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit3 from KeyBank4 for 

$20,000.00;  

 

 

1 The phrase “from Fifth Third for” as used in this Complaint means a check drawn on or a 

wire transfer deducted from the Fifth Third Bank account owned by AEM having the account 

number ending in x0247, in the amount identified. 

2 The phrase “from US Bank for” as used in this Complaint means a check drawn on or a wire 

transfer deducted from or an annotated withdrawal from the US Bank account owned by 

AEM having the account number ending in x0179, in the amount identified. 

3 A “Demand Deposit Account” allows a bank customer to move money from its account to 

an account held by a different customer at the same financial institution. 

4 The phrase “from KeyBank for” as used in this Complaint means a check drawn on or a wire 

transfer deducted from the 3937 Account, in the amount identified. 
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g. On 02-07-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$25,000.00;

h. On 03-26-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$20,000.00;

i. On 04-13-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$17,000.00;

j. On 04-27-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$27,000.00;

k. On 05-08-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$14,000.00;

l. On 06-06-2018 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$14,000.00;

m. On 06-22-2018 by check from Citizens Bank5 for $12,000.00;

n. On 01-15-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$22,500.00;

o. On 02-06-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$22,500.00;

p. On 02-19-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$20,000.00;

q. On 03-06-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$19,000.00;

r. On 05-13-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$20,000.00;

s. On 05-29-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$7,000.00;

t. On 05-31-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for

$20,000.00;

5 The phrase “from Citizens Bank for” as used in this Complaint means a check drawn on or 

a wire transfer deducted from the Citizens Bank account owned by AEM having the 

account number ending in x4573, in the amount identified. 
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u. On 06-28-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

v. On 08-23-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$25,000.00;  

 

w. On 09-03-2019 by check from KeyBank for $92,000.00;  

 

x. On 09-05-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

y. On 09-06-2019 by check from KeyBank for $80,000.00;  

 

z. On 09-13-2019 by check from KeyBank for $42,000.00;  

 

aa. On 09-30-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

bb. On 11-22-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

cc. On 12-13-2019 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

dd. On 01-06-2020 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

ee. On 02-05-2020 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

ff. On 03-04-2020 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

gg. On 03-26-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $100,000.00; 

 

hh. On 04-01-2020 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

ii. On 05-04-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $42,500.00;  

 

jj. On 05-19-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $100,000.00;  
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kk. On 07-01-2020 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

ll. On 07-15-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

mm. On 07-31-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $39,250.00;  

 

nn. On 08-31-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

oo. On 09-29-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

pp. On 09-30-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $33,500.00;  

 

qq. On 10-09-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $23,500.00;  

 

rr. On 11-02-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00; 

 

ss. On 12-07-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

tt. On 12-17-2020 by wire from KeyBank for $34,250.00; 

 

uu. On 01-04-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

vv. On 01-04-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $49,000.00;  

 

ww. On 02-04-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

xx. On 03-01-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

yy. On 03-30-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $32,000.00;  

 

zz. On 04-05-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

aaa. On 04-06-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $49,000.00;  

 

bbb. On 05-10-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $67,000.00;  

 

ccc. On 06-03-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;   

 

ddd. On 07-13-2021 by DDA Consumer Deposit from KeyBank for 

$27,000.00;  

 

eee. On 08-06-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  
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fff. On 08-17-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $45,000.00;  

 

ggg. On 09-07-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $68,000.00;  

 

hhh. On 10-05-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

iii. On 11-04-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

jjj. On 11-23-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $81,000.00;  

 

kkk. On 11-23-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $81,000.00;  

 

lll. On 12-16-2021 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

mmm. On 02-07-2022 by wire from KeyBank for $27,000.00;  

 

(each an “AEM Transfer” and collectively, the “AEM Transfers”). 

20. AEM’s bank records designated the AEM Transfers as transfers to 

Henry Cobb.  

21. As a joint owner of the Cobbs Joint Account, Candace Cobb was an 

initial transferee of the AEM Transfers. 

22. Based on the AEM Transfers, the Receiver commenced litigation 

against Henry Cobb in the Summit County Court of Common Pleas on August 6, 

2024, styled Mark E. Dottore, Receiver v. Henry R. Cobb, and assigned case number 

CV-2024-08-3373 (the “Original Clawback”). 

THE SUBSEQUENT TRANSFERS 

23. After receiving the value of the AEM Transfers, the Cobbs used the 

proceeds of the AEM Transfers to purchase certain real properties, sometimes in 

the name of Henry Cobb and other times in the names of CJ Homes, and other 

times in the name of REC Homes. 
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24. The Cobbs then authorized fraudulent transfers of the real properties 

to conceal the source of the AEM Transfers. 

25. On September 9, 2016, Henry Cobb purchased the real property located 

at 606 Grandview Avenue, Barberton, Summit County, Ohio 44203 (the 

“Grandview Property”) for $30,000.00 (the “Grandview Purchase”). 

26. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Grandview Property. 

27. On September 3, 2020, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Grandview Property to REC Homes for no consideration (the 

“Grandview Conveyance”). 

28. On November 17, 2016, Henry Cobb purchased the real property 

located at 720 Sanford Avenue, Akron, Summit County, Ohio 44305 (the “Sanford 

Property”) for an unknown purchase price (the “Sanford Purchase”). 

29. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Sanford Property. 

30. On September 3, 2020, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Sanford Property to REC Homes for no consideration (the “First 

Sanford Conveyance”). 

31. On October 19, 2020, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently 

authorized REC Homes to transfer the Sanford Property to CJ Homes for no 

consideration (the “Second Sanford Conveyance”). 
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32. On July 5, 2017, Henry Cobb purchased the real property located at 

1183 Pitkin Avenue, Akron, Summit County, Ohio 44310 (the “Pitkin Property”) 

for $22,244.00 (the “Pitkin Purchase”). 

33. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Pitkin Property. 

34. On information and belief, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Pitkin Property to CJ Homes for no consideration (the “Pitkin 

Conveyance”). 

35. On September 1, 2017, Henry Cobb purchased the real property located 

at 1141 Bethany Avenue, Akron, Summit County, Ohio 44305 (the “Bethany 

Property”) for $22,244.00 (the “Bethany Purchase”). 

36. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Bethany Property. 

37. On information and belief, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Bethany Property to CJ Homes for no consideration (the “Bethany 

Conveyance”). 

38. On October 17, 2017, Henry Cobb purchased the real property located 

at 1007 Chester Avenue, Akron, Summit County, Ohio 44314 (the “Chester 

Property”) for $22,244.00 (the “Chester Purchase”). 

39. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Chester Property. 
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40. On September 3, 2020, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Chester Property to REC Homes for no consideration (the “First 

Chester Conveyance”). 

41. On October 19, 2020, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently 

authorized the transfer of the Chester Property from REC Homes to CJ Homes for 

no consideration (the “Second Chester Conveyance”). 

42. On October 19, 2020, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently 

authorized CJ Homes to sell the following four properties in a bulk sale to an 

unrelated third party for an unknown sale price: the Sanford Property (the 

“Sanford Sale”), the Pitkin Property (the “Pitkin Sale”), the Bethany Property 

(the “Bethany Sale”) and the Chester Property (the “Chester Sale” and 

collectively with the Sanford Sale, the Pitkin Sale, the Bethany Sale, the “October 

2020 Sale”). 

43. On October 8, 2020, Henry Cobb executed the General Warranty Deed 

for the October 2020 Sale as the principal member of CJ Homes. 

44. On September 10, 2018, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently 

authorized REC Homes’ purchase of the real property located at 2681 Greenbranch 

Road NW, Uniontown, Stark County, Ohio 44685 (the “Greenbranch Property”) 

for $147,000.00 (the “Greenbranch Purchase”). 

45. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to fund the Greenbranch Purchase. 
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46. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Greenbranch Property. 

47. On May 15, 2020, Henry Cobb purchased the real property located at 

1354-58 Johns Road, Clinton, Ohio 44216 (the “Johns Property”) for $123,000.00 

(the “Johns Purchase”). 

48. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to fund the Johns Purchase. 

49. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Johns Property. 

50. On September 9, 2020, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Johns Property to CJ Homes for no consideration (the “Johns 

Conveyance”). 

51. On February 9, 2022, Henry Cobb purchased the real property located 

at 9005 Middlebranch Avenue NE, Canton, Ohio 44721 (the “Middlebranch 

Property”) for $141,500.00 (the “Middlebranch Purchase”). 

52. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to fund the Middlebranch Purchase. 

53. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Middlebranch Property. 

54. On September 12, 2024, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Middlebranch Property to Candace Cobb for no consideration (the 

“Middlebranch Conveyance”). 
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55. On October 14, 2022, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently 

authorized REC Homes’s purchase of the real property located at 3843-47 Seneca 

Street, Stow, Ohio 44224 (the “Seneca Property”) for $155,000.00 (the “Seneca 

Purchase”). 

56. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to fund the Seneca Purchase. 

57. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Seneca Property. 

58. On March 22, 2024, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently purchased 

the real property located at 3763 Orchard Street, Mogadore, Ohio 44260 (the 

“Orchard Property”) for $132,700.00 (the “Orchard Purchase”). 

59. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to fund the Orchard Purchase. 

60. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the Orchard Property. 

61. On December 11, 2024, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently 

transferred the Orchard Property to Candace Cobb for no consideration (the “First 

Orchard Conveyance”). 

62. On December 11, 2024, Candace Cobb transferred the Orchard 

Property to CJ Homes for no consideration (the “Second Orchard Conveyance”). 
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63. On November 4, 2025, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently

authorized CJ Homes to sell and transfer the Orchard Property to an unrelated 

third party for $269,000.00 (the “Orchard Sale”). 

64. On information and belief, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently

transferred fifty percent (50%) of the membership interest in REC Homes to 

Candace Cobb for no consideration (the “REC Homes Transfer”). 

65. On information and belief, Henry Cobb knowingly and fraudulently

transferred his membership interest in CJ Homes to Candace Cobb for no 

consideration (the “CJ Homes Transfer”). 

66. On April 9, 2025, the Cobbs knowingly and fraudulently authorized

REC Homes’s purchase of the real property located at 11701 William Penn Avenue 

NE, Hartville, Ohio 44632 (the “William Penn Property”) for $220,000.00 (the 

“William Penn Purchase,” and collectively with the Grandview Conveyance, the 

First Sanford Conveyance, the Second Sanford Conveyance, the Pitkin Conveyance, 

the Bethany Conveyance, the First Chester Conveyance, the Second Chester 

Conveyance, the October 2020 Sale, the Greenbranch Purchase, the Johns 

Purchase, the Johns Conveyance, the Middlebranch Purchase, the Middlebranch 

Conveyance, the Seneca Purchase, the Orchard Purchase, the First Orchard 

Conveyance, the Second Orchard Conveyance, the Orchard Sale, and the William 

Penn Purchase, the REC Homes Transfer, the CJ Homes Transfer, and without 

limitation to such other fraudulent transfers that may be identified during 

discovery, the “Subsequent Transfers”). 
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67. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to fund the William Penn Purchase. 

68. On information and belief, the Cobbs used proceeds from the AEM 

Transfers to improve the William Penn Property. 

69. Candace Cobb, CJ Homes, and REC Homes obtained the proceeds of, 

the value of, and/or were benefitted by, the Subsequent Transfers. 

COUNT I 

 

AVOIDANCE OF FRAUDULENT TRANSFERS 

 

70. The Receiver incorporates by reference all the allegations contained in 

the preceding paragraphs as if fully rewritten herein. 

71. AEM was a Ponzi scheme from April 2017 through June 2022.  

72. Each of the AEM Transfers was made with AEM’s knowledge that it: 

a. was insolvent; 

b. had no legitimate business operations to fund the payments it 

promised its investors; 

c. made payments to existing investors sourced only from funds 

contributed by new investors;  

d. did not pay its debts as they were due; 

e. never had sufficient assets to pay off all its obligations to its 

investors; 

f. intended to hinder, delay, or defraud its creditors.  
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73. The value of the AEM Transfers received by Candace Cobb constitute 

fictitious profits supposedly earned from Henry Cobb’s investment in AEM, but, in 

reality, they were other people’s money. 

74. The AEM Transfers were made to Candace Cobb, and for her benefit.  

75. Some or all of the Subsequent Transfers were made to Candace Cobb, 

and for her benefit. 

76. Some or all of the Subsequent Transfers were made to REC Homes, 

and for its benefit. 

77. Some or all of the Subsequent Transfers were made to CJ Homes, and 

for its benefit. 

78. Candace Cobb gave no value in exchange for the Subsequent 

Transfers. 

79. REC Homes gave no value in exchange for the Subsequent Transfers. 

80. CJ Homes gave no value in exchange for the Subsequent Transfers.  

81. The AEM Transfers and the Subsequent Transfers were each 

fraudulent under R.C. 1336.04(A)(1) because they were made with the intent to 

hinder, delay, and defraud the Cobbs’ creditors, including the Receiver. 

82. Under R.C. 1336.07(A)(1), the Receiver is entitled to avoid each of the 

AEM Transfers and each of the Subsequent Transfers for the benefit of the 

Receivership Estate, in the amount of $2,014,835.04. 
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COUNT II 

RECOVERY OF FRAUDULENT TRANSFERS 

83. The Receiver incorporates by reference all the allegations contained in 

the preceding paragraphs as if fully rewritten herein. 

84. Under R.C. 1336.08(B)(1)(a), the Receiver is entitled to recover the 

value of the AEM Transfers, totaling $2,014,835.04, from Candace Cobb. 

85. Under R.C. 1336.08(B)(1)(b), the Receiver is entitled to recover the 

value of the Subsequent Transfers from Candace Cobb, CJ Homes, and REC Homes. 

86. The Receiver is entitled to recover damages in excess of Twenty-Five 

Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) from Candace Cobb, CJ Homes, and REC Homes as 

the subsequent transferees of the AEM Transfers and the Subsequent Transfers.  

COUNT III 

IMPOSITION OF CONSTRUCTIVE TRUST 

87. The Receiver incorporates by reference all the allegations contained in 

all the preceding paragraphs as if fully rewritten herein. 

88. Candace Cobb received the AEM Transfers, which were wrongfully and 

fraudulently transferred to her by AEM. 

89. Each of the AEM Transfers was obtained not from any legitimate 

business enterprise of AEM but from people who invested in AEM.  

90. Each of the AEM Transfers to Candace Cobb diminished the amounts 

available to pay AEM’s creditors. 
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91. CJ Homes received the Subsequent Transfers, which were wrongfully

and fraudulently transferred to it by the Cobbs either individually or through REC 

Homes. 

92. Each of the Subsequent Transfers were fraudulent transfers intended

to conceal the AEM Transfers from AEM’s creditors. 

93. Each of the Subsequent Transfers to CJ Homes diminished the

amounts available to pay AEM’s creditors. 

94. REC Homes received the Subsequent Transfers, which were

wrongfully and fraudulently transferred to it by the Cobbs. 

95. Each of the Subsequent Transfers were fraudulent transfers intended

to hide the AEM Transfers from AEM’s creditors. 

96. Each of the Subsequent Transfers to REC Homes diminished the

amounts available to pay AEM’s creditors. 

97. Under R.C. 1336.07(A)(3)(c), a constructive trust should be impressed

upon assets acquired by Candace Cobb, CJ Homes, and REC Homes with the 

monies transferred from AEM to Candace Cobb.  

WHEREFORE, the Receiver prays that this Court enter judgment against 

Candace Cobb, CJ Homes, and REC Homes, as follows:  

a. On Count I, declaring the AEM Transfers and the Subsequent

Transfers to be fraudulent under R.C. 1336.04(A)(1);

b. On Count I, avoiding the AEM Transfers and the Subsequent

Transfers under R.C. 1336.07(A)(1);
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c. On Count II, entering judgment in favor of the Receiver and against 

Candace Cobb for the value of the AEM Transfers in the amount of 

$2,014,835.04; 

 

d. On County II, in favor of the Receiver and against Candace Cobb, CJ 

Homes, and REC Homes for the value of the Subsequent Transfers, in 

an amount to be determined;  

 

e. On Count III, in favor of the Receiver and against Candace Cobb, CJ 

Homes, and REC Homes imposing a constructive trust in favor of the 

Receiver over all monies and assets obtained with the monies that 

Candace Cobb received from AEM; 

 

f. for damages in excess of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) 

 

g. for post-judgment interest as allowed by Ohio law; 

 

h. for the costs of this action including the Receiver’s reasonable 

attorneys’ fees; and 

 

i. such other and further relief as the Court deems just and equitable. 

 

 

Dated: September 24, 2026  Respectfully submitted, 

 

 /s/ Scott R. Belhorn   

Mary K. Whitmer (0018213) 

Scott R. Belhorn (0080094) 

M. Logan O’Connor (0100214) 

WHITMER & EHRMAN LLC 

2344 Canal Road, Suite 401 

Cleveland, OH 44113-2535 

Telephone: (216) 771-5056 

Email: mkw@WEadvocate.net 

  srb@WEadvocate.net  

  mlo@WEadvocate.net  

 

Counsel for Mark E. Dottore, Receiver 
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  IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

  SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO 

CHRISTOPHER LONGO  )  Case No. CV 2022 – 05 - 1754 

 Plaintiff  ) 

 v.  ) 

) 

THE AEM SERVICES, LLC, et. al.  ) 

 Defendant  ) 

  ) 

EXPERT REPORT OF DAVID S. LINSCOTT 
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1. I am David S. Linscott.  I am Managing Member of DL Financial, LLC.  I have expertise in forensic 

accounting, financial fraud investigations, managing and advising small to medium sized 

businesses, asset recovery and liquidations.  My business address is 815 Tree Side Lane, Ponte 

Vedra, Florida 32081.  DL Financial, LLC is a consulting firm providing accounting, financial 

analysis, tax, forensic accounting and distressed business services. 

Assignment 

2. I have been retained by Mark E. Dottore, Receiver in the above named case to review financial 

documents and to provide an expert opinion relating to whether AEM Services, LLC was 

operating as a Ponzi scheme. 

Summary of Opinions 

3. My overall opinion is that AEM Services, LLC was a classic Ponzi scheme operated by Mark Dente 

from 2018 through its collapse in 2022. 

Qualifications 

4. I graduated from Miami University in 1984 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accountancy.  I 

have been a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) since 1986.  My current status is retired CPA.   I 

directed the bankruptcy and reorganization practice group for a regional public accounting firm 

where I was a partner in the firm’s Management Advisory Services Department.   I have 

significant experience with court appointed receiverships where I have managed ongoing 

business operations, performed fraud investigations, managed asset recovery and liquidations, 

and have successfully refinanced distressed businesses.  My experience includes litigation 

support ranging from case analysis to providing expert witness testimony in both pre-trial and 

depositions and courtroom litigation.  In 1995, I was certified as a (CIRA) Certified Insolvency 

and Reorganization Advisor.  I have significant experience investigating Ponzi schemes as an 

employee of Dottore Companies, LLC from 2002 through 2018. The most significant ponzi 

scheme case that I have experience on was Sheldon Gordon v. David  DaDante Case No. 1:05 cv 

2726 United States District Court Northern District of Ohio Eastern Division whereby Mark E. 

Dottore was appointed Receiver in a $50 million ponzi scheme.  The case commenced in 2005 

and was finalized in 2021.  I incurred over 5,000 hours working on this case.  My duties included 

the following: 
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• Review financial documents including bank statements, investor summaries, investment 
statements, historical accounting summaries and tax filings. 

• Search for hidden assets 

• Account for and verify all cash in and out of the Ponzi scheme 

• Preparing financial schedules and financial reports for court filing 

• Reconciled investor amounts deposited and investor payments received 

• Developed distribution plan to investors for monies recovered by Receiver 
 

5. DL Financial, LLC is being compensated for my services in this matter at my usual rate of $160 

per hour. 

6. I continue to review materials and documents related to this case and reserve the right to 

supplement this expert report based on any additional work that I may be asked to do. 

Documents Reviewed 

7. A complete list of documents that I have reviewed is shown in Appendix A 

Analysis 

8. I have reviewed Key Bank bank statements for The AEM Services LLC (“AEM”) bank account        

ending in xxxx3937 for the period January, 2018 through April, 2022. The account ending in 

xxxx3937 was the main AEM bank account which included an overnight interest bearing sweep 

account. I have reviewed bank statements for AEM related entities including AEM Real Estate 

Group, AEM Wholesale, AEM Capital Fund, AEM Investments LLC and bank statements of Mark 

and Sharon Dente and family that were obtained from Key Bank, Huntington Bank and US Bank. 

I have reviewed financial reports obtained by the Receiver including financial statements,     

investor lists, AEM business forecast, deposits tickets, and cancelled checks. 

I have prepared a summary of the activity in the bank accounts (xxxx3937) for the fifty-two   

month period January, 2018 through April, 2022 titled “Key Bank Account Statement Analysis for 

Account 3937 Including Sweep Account” (Appendix B).  I have prepared a forensic investor 

deposit and investor disbursement summary for AEM account 3937 for the twenty -two month 

period July, 2020 through April, 2022.  The scheme grew from monthly investor deposits in 2018 

in the tens of thousands to its peak in 2020 of $16 million per month until the scheme collapsed 

in 2022.  The twenty two month period was used for purposes of analysis while the scheme was 

at its peak. 
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       Findings 

        

9.  Based on this review and analysis of the twenty-two month period I have found the following 

A)  The average monthly cash deposits were $9.1 million and the average cash disbursements 

were   $9.3 million. For the twenty-two month period $201 million was deposited while $205 

million was disbursed out of account 3937(Appendix B, page 16). For the fifty-two month period 

$282 million was deposited and $282 million was disbursed out of account 3937 (Appendix B, 

page 15). 

B) The average monthly cash balance held in the account was $1.2 million(Appendix B, page 

15) 

 

C) 92% of total deposits into AEM account xxxx3937 were received from investors which 

totaled $184 million for the period (Appendix B, page 14). 

 

D) 78% of total disbursements from AEM account xxxx3937 were paid to investors which 

totaled $160 million for the period (Appendix B, page 14). 

 

E) Investor deposits were accounted for as revenue in the general ledger and financial 

statements. Investor payments were accounted for as purchases and subcontract expenses.  

The investor deposits and investor payments were improperly accounted for in the books 

and records of AEM.  Business expenses were easily recognized on the bank statements and 

were accounted for in the general ledgers that were obtained by the Receiver.   

 

F)  Wire deposits were clearly labelled on the bank statements and include individual names 

for most transactions.  Branch deposits included personal checks from individuals as 

evidenced by the cancelled checks obtained from Key Bank.   The individuals depositing 

checks were not the same individuals receiving payments.  This is consistent for the entire 

period under review. 

 

G) The business activity of selling real estate resulted in providing 8% of the total deposits that 

were made into AEM’s main bank account xxxx3937.   
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H)  22% of disbursements were for payroll, actual real estate business expenses, personal 

expenses and direct payments to the Dente family.  

 

I) Total deposits from actual business activity were $16 million. Total disbursements not 

related to investors were $44 million (Appendix B, page 16) 

 

10.  I have prepared a forensic profit and loss schedule for the period July, 2020 through April, 2022 

which results in a net loss of $28 million (Appendix C).  Included in the loss were monies taken 

by Mark Dente in the amount of $1.5 million to $4.3 million (Appendix D).  I have found that the 

business activity of buying and selling real estate was not profitable and was not supporting any 

return on investment for the investors. 

 

11. I have reviewed the schedules of promissory notes and copies of promissory notes that were 

given to investors.  The promised rates of return that AEM was offering were in the range of 

36% to 48% per year.   

Ponzi Scheme Definition 

12. A Ponzi scheme is an investment fraud that pays existing investors with funds collected from 

new investors.  Ponzi scheme organizers often promise to invest your money and generate high 

returns with little or no risk.  But in many Ponzi schemes, the fraudsters do not invest the 

money.  Instead, they use it to pay those who invested earlier and may keep some for 

themselves.  With little or no legitimate earnings, Ponzi schemes require a constant flow of new 

money to survive.  When it becomes hard to recruit new investors, or when large numbers of 

existing investors cash out, these schemes tend to collapse.  Ponzi schemes are named after 

Charles Ponzi, who duped investors in the 1920’s with a postage stamp speculation scheme.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Investor.com U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
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Conclusions 

 

The activity in AEM bank account xxxx3937 is consistent with the definition of a classic 

Ponzi scheme.  Investors were promised high rates of returns.  The funds obtained were not 

invested in a profitable real estate business.  Funds used to pay existing investors were collected 

from new investors.  Monies were taken personally by Mark Dente.  The scheme finally 

collapsed as new money could not be obtained to continue advancing the scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, and if called as a 

witness would testify competently thereto. 

 

Dated April 8, 2024 

 

 

 

               __________________________ 

                                                                                                                          DAVID S. LINSCOTT 
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DAVID S. LINSCOTT, CPA-Retired 

 

 Mr. Linscott graduated from Miami University in 1984 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Accountancy.  He has been a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) since 1986 and directed the bankruptcy 

and reorganization practice group for a regional public accounting firm where he was a partner in the 

firm’s Management Advisory Services Department. 

 

             Mr. Linscott has significant experience with court appointed receiverships where he has 

managed ongoing business operations, performed fraud investigations, managed asset recovery and 

liquidations, and has successfully refinanced distressed businesses.  He has also been instrumental in 

mediating business disputes including disputes in divorce proceedings. 

 

 Mr. Linscott’s experience includes litigation support ranging from case analysis to providing 

expert witness testimony in both pre-trial and depositions and courtroom litigation.  He has assisted 

numerous purchasers and sellers of companies in successful acquisitions involving preparation of 

business plans, obtaining financing, due diligence, and negotiating the terms of the transaction. 

 

 In 1995, Mr. Linscott was certified as a (CIRA) Certified Insolvency and Reorganization Advisor.  

His bankruptcy and reorganization engagements have involved 

• Preparation of historical accounting summaries and tax filings for clients involved in 
bankruptcies 

• Strategic planning and restructuring consulting services to clients in contracting, 
manufacturing, trucking and service industries 

• Sale of real estate and subsequent liquidation of multiple location day care centers 

• Wind down and liquidation of large truck dealership 

• Performed chief financial officer duties for clients in receivership in the printing and brewery 
industries 

• Represented unsecured creditors committee for a foundry business in Chapter 11 as 
financial advisor and accountant 

• Managed a mortgage national loan modification business in Receivership and assisted with 
investigation by The Federal Trade Commission into its past business practices. 
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From 1990 - 2009, Mr. Linscott was a member of the Board of Trustees and on the servicing 

committee of Growth Capital Corporation, which sponsors the Small Business Administration – 504 Loan 

Program in northeastern Ohio.  From 1997 – 2000, he served as a member of the Board of Directors and 

Treasurer of the Turnaround Management Association – Cleveland Chapter. 

  

 Mr. Linscott’s past civic and professional organizations include: 

 

• American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

• Cleveland chapter of the Ohio Society of Certified Public Accountants 

• Association of Insolvency Accountants 

• American Bankruptcy Institute 

• Ohio Venture Association  

• Turnaround Management Association 

• The Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) – volunteer with their management assistance 
and business planning programs 

• Commercial Finance Association 
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                                APPENDIX A 
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Documents Reviewed in Connection with Christopher Longo v. The AEM Services, LLC 

 

• Receiver’s amended answer and complaint against defendant Mark Dente, SP Investment 

Services, LLC, Darrell Seibert II and Stephen Pruneski dated March 28, 2024 

• Key Bank account xxxx3937 deposit tickets for January, 2018 through June, 2020 

• Settlement agreement and debt repayment agreement between SM Investments, LLC and The 

AEM Services, LLC dated May 20, 2021 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third Bank for Spirit Shirts June, 2016 through October, 2016 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third Bank various Mark Dente personal bank accounts 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third Bank various Go Local Pro bank accounts 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third Bank Mastercard xxxx9964 for Mark and Sharon Dente 

May, 2016 through July, 2020 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third Bank Mastercard xxxx1980 for Mark Dente and 

Landmark Property Development May, 2016 through July, 2020 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third AEM Services checking account xxxx1377 May, 2017 

through December, 2017 

• AEM subpoena documents – Fifth Third AEM Services checking account xxxx0247 July, 2016 

through December, 2017 

• Complaint of SDR Realty v. The AEM Services, LLC and Mark Dente dated August 8, 2022 

• Complaint of O&O Investment v. SP Investments dated June 15, 2022 

• Complaint of SP Investments v. The AEM Services dated June 8, 2022 

• Cindy Boggs cognovit promissory notes dated March 17, 2022 and February 6, 2022 

• Huntington National Bank wires into Daniel Warren’s bank account 

• Mark Dente credit report, real estate transactions and legal cases 

• AEM Services payroll report 

• US Bank statements for Mark  Dente, AEM Services, LLC, Mark Dente bda Spirit Shirts, Mark 

Dente and Emily Dente and Landmark Property  for 2020 through 2022 

• Mark Dente emails with Key Bank – 2 files 

• Key Bank overdraft correspondence with Dente family and AEM entities 
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• First amended order appointing Receiver dated July 15, 2022 

• AEM Capital Fund Ltd schedule of investors 

• AEM current investor list 

• 2020 Investor deposit schedule 

• 2021 investor deposit schedule 

• Mark  Dente business plan dated June, 2022 

• AEM Services LLC general ledger 

• AEM long term notes 

• AEM investor contact list 

• AEM properties schedule 

• AEM properties active wholesale schedule 

• AEM outstanding deposits 

• AEM copy of short term notes 

• AEM 2022 investor deposits 

• AEM account activity December, 2021 through May, 2022 

• AEM cash log June 16, 2022 Jason – incomplete 

• AEM cash log Tim – incomplete 

• AEM Services profit and loss – fictional 

• TRO filed by Ohio Department of Commerce v. Mark Dente and AEM 

• Ohio Department of Commerce v. Mark Dente Complaint 

• Order appointing Receiver dated June 22, 2022 

• 2018-2019 real estate tracking schedules 

• AEM Capital Fund 2020 distributions 

• AEM Services general ledger January, 2021 through April, 2022 – fictional 

• AEM Services Balance sheet July 31, 2021 

• AEM Services profit and loss January through April, 2022 

• AEM Services cash flows January, 2021 through April, 2022 

• AEM Services cash flows January, 2022 through April, 2022 

• Key Bank bank statements , cancelled checks and deposit tickets for Dente family accounts 

xxxx0275, xxxx1084, xxxx1183, xxxx2694, xxxx4575, xxxxx 6290, xxxx6554, xxxx5895 AEM 

Services accounts xxxx3937, xxxx9708, AEM Investments accounts xxx9522, xxxx5502, AEM 

Wholesale account xxxx5023, Landmark Development account xxxx3929, AEM Real Estate 

Group account xxxx5585, Unlimited Acquisitions account xxxx6294, SP Investment Services LLC 

account xxxx5015, AEM Capital Fund account xxx4851  

• 1099 INT forms filed by AEM Services – 13 files 

• Key Bank bank statements, cancelled checks for the period January, 2018 through June, 2022 
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